
 

 

 

  

Welcome back Houston High School families and friends:  

 

We hope you had a great Christmas and New Years break and we are 

looking forward to another amazing semester!  We would like to take a 

moment to update you on upcoming activities and events at HHS.  

 

First the 2013-2014 school report card for Houston High School is 

available on-line. You may follow the link below to the report card on the district website or locate 

the report card on our school website titled Houston High School Information (Report Card). 

 

1. District web site: http://www.matsuk12.us/Page/25937 

2. On this web-page, click on your school to view your school report card for the 2013-2014 school 

year. 

  

The report card provides information about HHS’s performance. It includes standardized testing 

data, staff qualifications and our school’s ASPI (Alaska School Performance Index) rating. The 

ASPI rating is the new system by which all schools in the state are evaluated. We are currently a 

three star school and missed the four star rating than less than a point.  We continue to work 

diligently to become a four star school by improving in a few areas with attendance and decreased 

failure rates being a primary focus. Please contact Principal Johnson or myself if you’d like 

specifics on any of our current data, or how the ASPI rating system is quantified. 

 

In support of this, we recently implemented the SOAR period and the initial impact is very 

promising.  Teachers reported students were actively using this time to improve their grades and 

prepare for the end of the semester.  We are excited to see the actual data as it comes in from last 

semester. 

 

The HHS attendance initiative continues to progress by positively reinforcing attendance successes.  

We know student success begins with them coming to school every day and on time.  Our staff and 

students are working hard to improve our overall attendance and recognize our students who 

demonstrate consistent daily attendance. Our goal is to reach 93% or higher as a school. We are 

currently at 90% year to date!  

 

Attendance is considered a keystone habit that has a tremendous impact on a student's grades and 

future employability skills. If our students practice consistent daily attendance they are setting 

themselves up for future success. As parents or guardians you can help us reach this goal by calling 

the front office, getting on I-parent, or providing a note when your student has an excused absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Important 

Dates 

 

1/21/15 

Work Keys 

Testing 

 

1/19/15 

MLK Day 

No School 

 

2/5-2/7 

Hockey 

Regional 

Tournament at 

Big Lake Rec 

Center 

 

2/16-2/17 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

No School 

 

2/25/15 

SAT Testing @ 

HHS 

 

3/5/15 

Quarter 3 Ends 

 

3/9-3/13 

Spring 

Vacation   

 

5/11/15 

HHS 

Graduation  

 

 



 

 

 

 

The following items qualify as excused absences:  

 Sick  

 Medical Appointments 

 School Sponsored Athletic Events 

 Family Emergencies 

 Holidays 

 

Many of our seniors are actively pursuing scholarship opportunities and we encourage them work 

closely with the counselors for additional support.  It is not too late to purse scholarships, but we 

encourage every senior to focus on it ASAP as deadlines are approaching.  Additionally, you need 

to fill out your FAFSA application if you plan on attending a university, community college, or 

trade school post high school. You can start the FAFSA process by going to the following website: 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 

As many of you know, HHS is currently receiving Title I funds to support our students. Title I 

funding is determined by the number of students who qualify for Free and Reduced Lunches. The 

Title I funds we receive are used to provide an additional instructor in Mathematics, an Intervention 

Specialist, supportive instructional programs and material support.  This is in addition to ensuring 

all students are receiving a lunch during the day, which directly relates to their performance at 

school.  Please be assured that ALL of the information is kept strictly confidential.  Your support in 

filling out Free and Reduced Lunch application https://lunch.matsuk12.us/Register.aspx (also 

attached) is a critical piece of our team effort to ensure the success of our students.  Please fill out 

the form and return it to HHS even if you are not sure you will qualify.  If you have already filled 

out the form this year for one of your children, you do not need to do it again.   
 

Thanks for all of your support and please stop by or call if you have any questions. GO HAWKS! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bill Johnson & Justin Ainsworth 

Principal & HHS Assistant Principal    

William.Johnson@matsuk12.us 

Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us     
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